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TABLE 1.5 Selected Prefixes Used in the Metric System

SIARDR RIS GENMEICINOMHATION

Standard Number

SSN

Prefix Abbreviation Meaning Example

Giga G 10° 1 gigameter (Gm) =1 x 10°m
Mega M 10 1 megameter (Mm) = 1 X 10°m
Kilo k 10° 1 kilometer (km) =1 X 10°m
Deci d 107" 1 decimeter (dm) = 0.1m

Centi C 1072 1centimeter (cm) = 0.01m
Milli m 1073 1 millimeter (mm) = 0.001m
Micro ut 107° 1 micrometer (um) =1 X 107%m
Nano n 1077 1 nanometer (nm) =1 X 10“m
Pico P 10712 1 picometer (pm) =1 % 1072m
Femto f 10713 1 femtometer (fm) =1 x 10" m

“This is the Greek letter mu (pronounced “mew”).
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1.0 x 10%
1.0 x 10*
1.0 x 108
1.0 x 10"
1.0 x 10'2
1.0 x 10°
1.0 x 10°
1.0 x 10°
1.0 x 107
1.0 x 10!
1.0x 107"
1.0 x 1072
1.0x 107
1.0 x 107°
1.0 x 1077
1.0x 10712
1.0 x 1071
1.0x 1078
1.0 x 1072
1.0 x 107

1000 000 000 000000000 000000
1000 000 000 000000000 000
1000 000 000 000000000

1000 000 000 000000

1000 000 000 000

1000000000

1000000

1000

100

10

0.1

0.01

0.001

0.000 001

0.000 000001

0.000 000000 001

0.000 000 000 000 001

0.000 000 000 000 000 001

0.000 000 000 000 000 000 001
0.000 000 000 000 000 000 000001

Septillion
Sextillion
Quintillion
Quadrillion
Trillion
Billion
Million
Thousand
Hundred
Ten

Tenth
Hundredth
Thousandth
Millionth
Billionth
Trillionth
Quadrillionth
Quintillionth
Sextillionth
Septillionth

yotta
zetta
exa
peta
tera
giga
mega
kilo
hecto
deca
deci
centi
milli
micro
nano
pico
femto
atto
zepto

yocto
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Note: Sl stands for International System of units.
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